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/&06�6WHZDUGVKLS�0LQLVWU\ 

What is a steward? Most people will say a steward is a manager.  

That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does not belong to 
him. Someone else is the owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s behalf.  

We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs to Him: 

“For we brought nothing into this world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1 Tim. 6:7)  

Everything that we have and everything that we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy. God is the 
owner.  

This is not only because He created all things; He is also the redeemer. He has redeemed – that is, purchased – and 
won all things. Therefore, it all belongs to Him. 

We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of managing what belongs to God. What a privilege.  

Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage his possessions on His behalf here on earth.  

And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to give our input and advise Him in where His gifts are to be 
used. What a privilege indeed. 

But what a responsibility!  

“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required” (Luke 12:48b).  

We are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what He wants done with it. That means we need to 
know what He desires and wills for His property. 

How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God?  

We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will is for all of His gifts. He tells us how we are to spend our time and use our talents 
and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  

There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him.  God informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – managers 
and custodians – are to manage His property.  

And that is stewardship. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He has given us. 

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2, ESV) 

Our congregation and community is blessed to have an active, loving and supportive Stephen Ministry Team.  
They are a compassionate and caring Christian individuals who provide emotional and spiritual support to others.  
The King of Kings Stephen Ministry Team meets every third Tuesday of the month to support, pray, and learn 
from each other and assist those Stephen Ministers that are caring for someone.  We are one-to-one lay caring 
ministry that equips and empowers lay caregivers to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to 
people who are hurting. 

Here is an excerpt from the Stephen Ministry website that sums up how a Stephen Minister be there for those in 
need.  If this brings to mind someone who could use a Stephen Minister prayerfully consider speaking with Pastor 
Russ. 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12 ESV). 

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” 

One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People.   

Stephen Ministers are there: 

 . . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get. 
 . . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 
 . . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life. 
 . . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 
 . . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.” 
. . .  after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty. 
 . . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 
 . . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible. 
 . . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 
 . . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out. 
Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide    
comfort and support for as long after as needed 

Copyright © 2016 by Stephen Ministries St. Louis. All rights reserved. Representatives of a congregation have permission to photocopy this document 
for use within their congregation to build support for Stephen Ministry 
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